


Ege University is a leading university, an example of the Turkish 
higher education system, which has received Turkey’s first 
Institutional Full Accreditation Certificate and has the identity 
of a Student-Focused Research University.

Our University, with its 68-year deep-rooted history, strong 
academic staff, qualified scientific studies, distinguished 
students, and graduates, is to make a supreme effort to build 
a solid future for new generations by being sensitive to the 
realities of the world, our country and the society we live in. 
Ege University is a strong research institution with an entrep-
reneurship and innovation ecosystem where R&D, innovation, 
knowledge, and technology transfer take place between 
industry and university.

Ege University has adopted all the goals of eliminating inequ-
alities, strengthening economic growth and employment,
improving cities and residential areas, ensuring industrialization, 
protecting oceans and ecosystems, producing and consuming 
energy more sustainably, combating climate change, developing 
sustainable production and consumption, and empowering 
human rights. Our university operates within an adequate 
ultrastructure designable to implement all academic and 
operational activities within the SDGs framework.

We steadfastly persist in our pursuit of elevating Ege University into a vanguard research institution dedicated to 
pioneering technological advancements in support of sustainable development.

This report not only contains in-depth information about Ege University’s remarkable efforts in each of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals throughout 2022 but also reveals the key strategies of our institution. 
Moreover, it serves as a guiding compass, not only illuminating our efforts but also enabling a keener determination 
of our evolving needs and strategic plans. 

In harmonious unity, we ardently endeavor to steer our institution towards a guiding and pioneering role by 
meticulously realizing our objectives through a management philosophy of fairness, equity, and accessibility.

I appreciate all my esteemed colleagues whose collective efforts have shaped this report.

With warm regards and  respect…”

Prof. Dr. Necdet BUDAK
                   Rector         

LETTER FROM THE REPORT RECTOR



LETTER FROM THE REPORT TEAM

As the Sustainability Report Team, Ege University,  we are proud and excited to present the third annual 
Sustainability Report of Ege University, one of Turkey’s pioneering universities, prepared to concretize the University’s 
commitment to sustainability and enable you to follow our sustainability-related efforts closely.

Sustainability lies at the heart of Ege University’s main objectives. Besides, our university bears the responsibility 
of leaving a more livable world to future generations, and it emphasizes its determination to integrate sustaina-
bility principles in the fields of education, research, social contribution, and campus management. Over the years, 
Ege University has built a strong track record of offering sustainable solutions to address the challenges facing 
the university and society. In 2020, all these efforts culminated in establishing the Rankings Office. This move not 
only strengthened the university’s commitment to sustainability but also led to the formation of sub-commissions 
focusing on various Sustainable Development Goals. These sub-working groups brought together academics and 
administrative staff from every faculty and the Rectorate, each contributing diverse perspectives and professional 
expertise.

What makes the Rankings Office even more dynamic is its inclusion of the Sustainability Report Team, which actively 
participates in all activities, thus enhancing the visibility of the office across the university.

Ege University aims to extend influence far beyond the boundaries of our institution. The EGE Sustainability Team 
seeks to be a trailblazer in instilling a culture of sustainability in other higher education institutions. Our Sustainability 
Team and its sub-working groups are going to serve as advisors to our university as well as to other universities, 
offering insights into Sustainable Development Goals and impact management. Furthermore, we are going to 
continue to be actively involved in educational initiatives that support schools on their sustainability journeys.

Beyond our campuses, we actively engage with local communities, businesses, and government entities to foster 
sustainable relationships, collaborate on solving common issues, and share our wealth of knowledge.

Ege University is unwavering in its commitment to the responsible management of resources to mitigate their 
impact on society, the environment, and the economy. This report offers a transparent and current source of 
information, providing valuable guidance to universities and stakeholders seeking to expand their knowledge on 
sustainability.
 
EGE University is actively dedicated to advancing sustainability through research, education, and innovation to 
become a leading institution in Turkey and worldwide. Our primary focus is on enhancing the accessibility, inclusivity, 
and affordability of our university for the benefit of our community. We cultivate positive partnerships with 
industry leaders to strengthen our engagement and ensure the use of environmentally sustainable practices that 
support innovation and research.
This report offers insight into EGE UNI’s position in 2022 regarding enhancing sustainability in Turkey. We share 
our initiatives and commitments related to environmental, social, and economic sustainability, along with their 
corresponding impacts. We extend our gratitude to our sub-working groups, the Sustainability Report team, our 
dedicated students, EGE’s esteemed academicians, and the Rectorate for their unwavering efforts this year to 
further our sustainable impact.

Our journey towards securing the sustainability of our world is an extensive and long way one. As the EGE 
Sustainability Team, we place our trust in the dedication of our university’s staff and students to continue their 
improvements this year and sustain their endeavors well into the future.

We appreciate your interest in the Ege University Sustainability Report and eagerly welcome the feedback of our 
readers.

Assoc. Prof. Göknur ŞİŞMAN AYDIN
                 Coordinator of Sustainability Studies
                  Office of Institutional Development 
               Planning and Monitoring
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LIFE ON LAND

SDG 15 aims to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.  Healthy bi-
odiverse ecosystems are essential to sustain humans’ lives. Therefore, protecting life on land are among the 
main global concerns of all nations. Yet, land degradation, deforestation and climate change , extinction loss 
of biodiversity have been reached to critical level in recent years.
Ege University is actively engaged in pioneering efforts 
aimed at preserving and enhancing biodiversity, rehabili-
tating degraded natural habitats and ecosystems for the 
sustainable inheritance of terrestrial areas for future gene-
rations. In this manner, Ege University has been working 
on these targets through research, education, trainings and 
organizing events. Various Committee have been established
in Ege University in the fields of green management, 
eco-friendly transportation, energy management, climate 
and awareness, integrated waste management, and climate 
change action and more.
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BIODIVERSITY
The focus of the research in Botanical Garden & Herbarium Research and Application Center is identification 
and conservation of biodiversity. They have made significant contributions through collaborations with both 
government ministries and local authorities.
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Ege University (EÜ) Botanical Garden and Herbarium Research and Application Center, which is one of the 
most important botanical gardens in the world, has brought many endemic plants to the world of science
and literature since its establishment (1965). Our botanical garden, which hosts approximately 3 thousand 
plant species, welcomes nearly 15 thousand visitors of all ages every year. 

Within Sustainable Green University Strategic Plan, one of the strategic goals of Ege University is to 
establish the standardization, which is compatible with  national green building standards, considering the 
geographical characteristics of the university’s location.

95 new plant species have been discovered 
by researchers at Ege University 

Botanical Garden & Herbarium Research and 
Application Center since 1965. 

Researchers at Ege University has been intensively working on development of sustainable action plans and 
determination of threat categories for endangered species. 

The discovery of the only endemic insect-eating plant in Turkey, by researchers from Ege University. Since this 
discovery initially began with a photo posted on Facebook, is known in  the literature as “the first plant species 
discovered through social media”.

Research on determination of International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) categories 
for Turkish plants has been conducting by researchers at Ege University since 2020.
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“Efeler Yolu” Project from Ege University
The overall objective is to trigger sustainable and comprehensive rural development in the region by preserving 
and harnessing the natural, historical, and cultural richness, thereby creating socio-economic development.

In collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Directorate General for Nature Conservation 
and National Parks, IV. Regional Directorate, a research on determination of the flora, fauna, special species, 
and special habitats in the province of Izmir has been successfully conducted from 2019 to 2022. 

Nature, Exploration, Travel, 
Trekking, Mountaineering

Culture, Tourism, History, 
Local Values

The first plant species discovered through 
social media “Pinguicu la habilii”

The only succulent thorn species in 
the world is ‘Acantholimon riyatguelii’.”

New discovery!

“Efe Cenberi”
Kanautia goecmeni

Discovered at  Nif
Mountain where is the 

start point of “Efeler Yolu”

New discovery!
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Illustrated Flora of Turkey Project
The first scientific book that covers all plants within Turkey. A Scientist from the Ege University (Prof. Hasan 
Yıldırım), is one of the scientific editor for this project and has also contributed as an author in several volumes.
This project addresses to introduce the plant diversity found in Turkey to the public without language 
barriers. It is designed to ensure the sustainable utilization and protection of this diversity. 

The project, which has been published in 3 volumes, is expected to be completed with 30 volumes by the 
year 2030.
This project is being conducted under Presidency’s Aegis under the auspices of the Presidency in collabo-
ration between;

Accessible from www.turkiyeflorasi.org.tr

H2020 Projesi, CLIMOS Climate Monitoring and Deci-
sion Support Framework for Sand Fly-borne Diseases 
Detection and Mitigation 
Composed of 29 partners, including Ege University, 
this project brings together researchers, practitioners, 
health institutions, technology platform designers, 
and at-risk communities to conduct innovative and 
applied research seeking to be better prepared for 
current and future impacts of climate and environ-
mental changes on human and animal health, using 
sand flies and the multiple sand fly-borne diseases 
(SFBDs) that they transmit as a model system.
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BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEMS WORKSHOP
With the collaboration of TUBA (Turkish Academic of Sciences) and  Ege University, Biodiversity and Ecosystems 
Workshop was held  at Ege University on 01-02 December 2022.

Representatives from relevant ministries, faculty members from different universities,  professional associations, as 
well as researchers, experts, and managers from the private sector were attended to workshop.

Prof. Necdet Budak;
 ” To preserve and sustainably use the biological diversity, national policies should be formulated and urgent 
actions need to be taken. In this manner, universities have a significant role to play. At Ege University, we are 
making serious efforts to ensure the sustainability of biodiversity.”

• Turkey and Biodiversity

• Agricultural Biodiversity

• Biodiversity of Aquatic Ecosystem

6 sessions 19 topic 25 scientists 

• Terrestrial Ecosystems and Changing Biodiversity

• Indicators of Healthy Ecosystems

• Sustainability of Biodiversity in Turkey

Optimal Usage Of Natural Product And Biological Priming Agents To 
Improve Resilience Of Agrosystems To Climate Change
OPTIMUS Prime aims to design, optimize and deliver a cost-efficient seed pri-
ming technology based on the combination of natural compounds and mic-
roorganisms to improve crop performance and productivity under adverse 
environmental conditions contributing to a sustainable agriculture.

URBAN GreenUP, of which Ege University is a partner, is a project financed wit-
hin the scope of the European Union’s Horizon 2020 program. It aims to develop, 
implement, and replicate Renewed Urban Plans in a number of European and 
non-European partner cities to reduce the effects of climate change, improve air 
quality and water management, and increase sustainability-cities with innovative 
nature-based solutions.

ValueFarm Project, of which Ege University is a partner, focuses on valorizing Mediterrane-
an small farms by introducing wild edible plants of the Mediterranean (WEPs) complemen-
tary crops within a competitive farming sector and a climate-changing world and cropping 
them in a sustainable point of view. Moreover, the contribution of WEPs cultivation to soil 
property improvement will be assessed by reducing or eradicating the use of agrochemicals, 
and by introducing the use of a more sustainable agriculture with biostimulants, biofertili-
zers and biopesticides and the use of tailored composts.
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Biomass Energy Systems and TechnologiesApplication and 
Research Center (BESTMER)

BESTMER has been leading/involving a number of  national and international projects aiming sustainable land 
management,  energy production from organic wastes and environmental friendly agricultural applications.

Sustainable Land Management and 
Climate Friendly Agriculture

The aim of the project is to improve sustainability of agricul-
ture and forests land use management through diffusion and 
adoption of low-carbon technologies with win-win benefits in 
land degradation, climate change and biodiversity conservati-
on and increase farm profitability and forest productivity. 

Within the scope of project, four biogas plants with a capacity 
for 100 cattle were installed in 2022 which are located in Konya 
and  have initiated to be operated. 

İzmir Gulf With Zero Waste Project

Izmir Gulf With Zero Waste Project with the participation of 10 partners  has been carried out by addressing 
sustainable valorisation of the plastic wastes collected from Izmir Gulf

A collaboration protocol between Turkey Electromechanical Industry Inc. 
(TEMSAN), appointed by the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources  and 
BESTMER was signed for the design of the Mini Biogas Reactor. This mobile 
biogas system can supply energy for the daily cooking needs of a household.
Academicians from Bestmer have been providing consultancy for FAO-led 
projects.

Contributing to Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Target Setting by Demonstrating the LDN Approach 
in the Upper Sakarya Basin for Scaling up at National Level: Feasibility for biogas potential in selected 
villages has been completed to install biogas system.
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Recycling of  fishing nets and plastic bottle wastes collected 
from Izmir Gulf

i-collection of waste collected from the region of Izmir Gulf
ii-transform  into value added products
iii- Fabrication  of end-use product

EGE FOREST SCHOOL PROJECT 
«Green is Life»

In order to mitigate the significant impacts of the global climate crisis, educational programs been organized 
for primary, secondary, and high school students with the aim of effectively restoring our degraded forest 
areas. The Ege Forest School Project was carried out during the 2019-2020 and 2021-2022 academic years.

Approximately 4000 students have received training on various topics including 
the concept of forests, the importance and functions of forests, the organisms in 
forests, soil formation, the effects of global climate change on forests, afforestation 
techniques, forest fires, and prevention of forest fires.
Thanks to the Ege Forest School project, awareness about sustainable forests has 
been raised, and knowledge has been shared to instill in future generations the 
significance of forest preservation and restoration.

Different educational materials have been prepared, including a forest education presentation, fundamental 
forest information booklet, book markers indicating tree species, life tree posters, etc. 

Diving activity  for cleaning sediment layer of the sea was organized by Faculty of Fisheries and Urla Maritime 
Vocational School
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CAMPUS EMBRACED BY BEAUTIFUL NATURE 

Ege University has a total vegetation area of 1,446,579 m2, consisting of 184,306.00 m2 of wooded area, 
474,502 m2 of agricultural application area, 361,627 m3 of green area, and 426,144 m2 of pine groves.

CAMPUS EMBRACED BY BEAUTIFUL 
NATURE

A sustainable campus life in harmony with nature and with the goal 
of zero waste

ZERO WASTE PROJECT
Ege University was selected as one of the first pilot univer-
sity under the ‘Zero Waste Project’ initiated by the Ministry 
of Environment, Urbanization, and Climate Change in 2018. 
Within the scope of Zero Waste project, Ege University aims 
to implement  strategies for efficient resource utilization and 
waste reduction.

According to the protocol for five-year period between the Izmir 
Regional Directorate of Forestry and Ege University, which was signed 
01.08.2019, the silvicultural maintenance of the forested areas within 
the campus area, which consists of forest trees, and the reforestation of 
suitable areas have been executed. 

Ege University is proud to have the one of the largest and gree-
nest campus in Turkey. Ege University has successfully moved up its 
place in Green metrics ranking and now is in the 4th place among 
universities in Turkey. As Ege University, we aim for a sustainable 
campus life with a nature-friendly and zero-waste goal. 

6%

44%

13%
37%

Campus area    

Roads

Vegatation

Building areas

Others 0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000
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Number of trees planted in campus
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excelsior,Catalpa, 

Cupressus arizonica, 
Laurus
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SUSTAINABILTY IN CAMPUS 

Ege University adopts a policy for the sustainable utilization, protection, and restoration of campus ecosystem 
by following “Sustainable Green University Strategic Plan”. It prioritizes its environmental strategic plan in 
all of its activities by integrating the concept of sustainability into the culture of life for students, staff, media, 
local governments, regional businesses, and other stakeholders of the campus.

Sustainable Food Supply
The Faculty of Agriculture performs plant and animal production 
at its facilities, produces various processed end products, and 
offers these products for purchase at store in campus. Faculty 
of Agriculture also provides services such as breeding animals, 
high-quality seeds, seedlings, saplings, and leaf fertilizers.

Research and Production Fields 
Menemen Research, Application and Production Farm
Mordogan Research, Application and Trial Farm

Recyclable Waste
The amount of  Recyclable Wastes collected on our campus in 2022

249,160 kg of paper waste 4,480 kg of glass waste 32,194 kg of metal and plastic waste

Green University Handbook 

Composting campus wastes

Recycling bins

Second-hand market Water dispensers

Waste meets with the art
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APPLICATION AND RESEARCH CENTER OF SEED TECHNOLOGY

Turkey’s First Seed Research And Health Testing Center

Application and Research Center of Seed Technology (TOTEM) is dedicated to  preserve the genetic 
inheritance of  native heirloom. TOTEM also provides accredited analytical services.

ASR (Seed Technology Application and Research Center) has received the ‘ISO 
9001:2015 “INTERNATIONAL QUALITY SYSTEM” accreditation certificate in the 
field of seed quality and seed testing and analysis services by the ANSI American 
National Accreditation Board

TOTEM has become the 7th university in the world 
to be ISTA (International Seed Testing Association) 
Laboratory Member.

Seed quality and health 
analysis

Certification, 
Courses and training

Attendance and representation 
ISTA congress

Serological and molecular 
analysis

Pathogenic and genetic 
variation analysis 

Sampling on behalf of 
ISTA

HAPPY PLACE FOR ANIMALS
Ege University volunteers care about the street dogs and cats in campus which need food, shelter and  medicine, 
and most importantly  LOVE...

Ege University Animal Rights Community was founded on 14.09.2017 aiming at sustaining common life together 
with campus animals, students, and staff. 

Construction of shelters Rehabilitation  Automatic feeding units in campus
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Public Dissemination 
Social Responsibility Projects

Ege University creates sustainable environmental awareness by organizing activities for people of all ages on 
various topics including knowledge of biodiversity, training on seed and seedling planting, and the environ-
mental impact of wastes in scope of  Social Responsibility Projects

Online courses 
EGESEM (Continious Education Service) aims to develop 
unique and high-quality educational programs that can 
meet the needs of a wide range of participants who be-
lieve in the necessity of self-improvement, including not 
only university students, but also employees and unemp-
loyees, young individuals not having university degree, 
housewives etc. For this purpose, certified online courses 
related to fundamental knowledge on forests and nature 
have been  conducted through EGE-SEM system.

“Seeders with Mask” 
Students from Agricultural Faculty prepared seed 
bombs and  had a group activities 

“Zero waste”
Plastic wastes was collected from local districts 
and public was  informed about  recycling  by  
university students.  
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Media Spillover Effect
Ege University TV features interviews and discussions 
with various experts, researchers, and academicians 
about agriculture, environment, and waste assessment 
topics can be reaced  to publics. Moreover, all academic 
and non-academic activities and recent developments 
at Ege University can be also  followed through Kalem 
newspaper, Ege Ajans, EU TV.
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THE Impact Rankings Methodology 2024 & GRI Index Matrix15 
 

THE Impact Rankings Methodology 2024 Version 1.1 GRI Disclosure Reported  Page 

15.1 Research on land ecosystems   Fully 2,3,4,5,6 

15.2 Suppor�ng land ecosystems through educa�on   Fully  

15.2.1 
Events about sustainable use of land 
Support or organise events aimed to promote conserva�on and 
sustainable u�lisa�on of the land, including forests and wild land 

  Fully 3,5,6,7,8,11 

15.2.2 
Sustainably farmed food on campus 
Have policies to ensure that food on campus is sustainably 
farmed 

  Fully 9,10 

15.2.3 

Maintain and extend current ecosystems' biodiversity Work 
directly to maintain and extend exis�ng ecosystems and their 
biodiversity, of both plants and animals, especially ecosystems 
under threat 

GRI 304: Biodiversity 2016 
 304-1-a Fully 1,2,3,4,5,8,10,11 

15.2.4 
Educa�onal programmes on ecosystems 
Offer educa�onal programmes on ecosystems (looking at wild 
flora and fauna) for local or na�onal communi�es? 

  Fully 11,12 

15.2.5 

Sustainable management of land for agriculture and tourism 
(educa�onal outreach) 
Offer educa�onal programme/outreach for local or na�onal 
communi�es on sustainable management of land for agriculture 
and tourism 

GRI 304: Biodiversity 2016 
 

304-2 Significant impacts of 
ac�vi�es, products and services 
on biodiversity 

Fully 3 

15.3 Suppor�ng land ecosystems through ac�on   Fully  

15.3.1 

Sustainable use, conserva�on and restora�on of land (policy) 
Have a policy to ensure the conserva�on, restora�on and 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems associated with the 
university, in par�cular forests, mountains and drylands 

  Fully 8,9,10,11 

15.3.2 

Monitoring IUCN and other conserva�on species (policies) Have a 
policy to iden�fy, monitor and protect any IUCN Red Listed 
species and na�onal conserva�on list species with habits in areas 
affected by the opera�on of your university 

GRI 304: Biodiversity 2016 
 

304-4 IUCN Red List species and 
na�onal conserva�on list species 
with habitats in areas affected by 
opera�ons 

Fully 2,3 

15.3.3 
Local biodiversity included in planning and development Include 
local biodiversity into any planning and development process 
(e.g. construc�on of new buildings) 

304-2 Significant impacts of 
ac�vi�es, products and services 
on biodiversity 

Fully 10 

15.3.4 Alien species impact reduc�on (policies) Have a policy to reduce 
the impact of alien species on Campus 

304-2 Significant impacts of 
ac�vi�es, products and services 
on biodiversity 

Fully 5 

15.3.5 Collabora�on for shared land ecosystems Collaborate with the 
local community to maintain shared land ecosystems   Fully 5 

15.4 Land sensi�ve waste disposal   Fully  

15.4.1 

Water discharge guidelines and standards 
Have water quality standards and guidelines for water discharges 
(to uphold water quality in order to protect ecosystems, wildlife, 
and human health and welfare) 

  Fully 6 

15.4.2 Policy on plas�c waste reduc�on 
Have a policy on reducing plas�c waste on campus 

GRI 306: Waste 2020 
 

306-4 Waste diverted from 
disposal Fully 9,11 

15.4.3 
Policy on hazardous waste disposal 
Have a policy, process or prac�ce on waste disposal covering 
hazardous materials 

306-2 Management of significant 
waste related impacts Fully 8 
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